
Vegas show wins with new features 
and increased attendance

With an increase in attendance over last year’s event and a
satisfied group of exhibitors that experienced strong sales,
the 24th edition of the Billiard Congress of America

(BCA) International Home &
Recreation Expo came to a strong
close. The event, held at the Sands
Expo & Convention Center in Las
Vegas, June 21 -23, 2007, offered three
days of traditional Expo happenings, as
well as a few new attendee experiences.

“Our theme, ‘It’s a whole new game,’
was witnessed with our commitment to
provide added value to all attendees of
the Expo and with the overall success of the show,” commented Ivan Lee, chair of

the Expo and newly elected president of the
BCA Board of Directors. “The feature
presentation by Clyde Fessler, former vice
president of business development for Harley-
Davidson, the consumer research review and
the CEO roundtable discussion provided
informative dialogue that our membership has
been seeking, while the Commodores concert
and golf tournament provided added
networking opportunities in a new, fun
environment. All the special events exceeded
our expectations with respect to attendance.”

Attendance for the three-day event rose 17 percent over last year’s show, with a total
of 2,156 buyers, as compared to 1,843 this past year in Houston. “The attitude on
the show floor was upbeat and positive,
with many exhibitors commenting to me
personally about how successful the show
was for them,” said Lee.

The number of companies exhibiting at 
the event equaled last year’s number at 234.
Total number of booths was 1,003 as
compared to 1,272 last year in Houston.
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BCA Expo Highlights
When attendees weren’t busy exploring

the expansive show floor…

First Annual BCA Expo Golf Classic –

This year's first annual outing was held

at the Stallion Mountain Country Club.

Close to 40 golfers braved the Vegas 

heat for a morning on the links with the

“Who’s Who” of the billiards industry.

BCA Annual Membership
Meeting/Mixer – BCA President Gregg

Hovey took a moment to reflect on the

past year and BCA CEO Rob Johnson

shared his vision for the future of the

BCA. In addition, the 2007-2008 Board

of Directors elections were completed

(see story on the back page). Following

the meeting, BCA members enjoyed

networking and socializing at the annual

Membership Mixer.

2007 BCA Expo a Success

BCA CEO Rob Johnson (far left) and members of the BCA Board
officially start the Expo with the ceremonial ribbon cutting.
Photo Credit: Inside POOL Magazine

Enthusiastic Expo attendees stream into the hall on
opening day. Photo Credit: Inside POOL Magazine

Cue Cube personnel pause for quick photo break in their
booth. Photo Credit: Inside POOL Magazine(continued on page 2)

The BCA was poised and ready to greet BCA 
members in a new and improved booth on the 
Expo floor. Photo Credit: Inside POOL Magazine

Consumer Research Review – A packed

house learned more about the results of

the recent BCA consumer marketing

survey during the “Understanding the

Consumer Market” session.

Opening Reception and Concert –

BCA’s first-ever live concert and party

featured one of Motown's greatest selling

acts, The Commodores, who took the 

(continued on page 2)

 



BCA Member Rides
Off into the Sunset 
at Expo 
Proceeds benefit Billiard
Education Foundation

Connie Mueller, of BCA member company

Mueller Recreational Products in Lincoln,

Neb., was the grand-prize winner of a

2007 Harley-Davidson XL 1200C

Sportster® 1200 custom motorcycle,

raffled off during the 2007 BCA

International Home & Recreation Expo in

Las Vegas. The drawing was held on the

final day of the highly successful Expo.

Funds raised from the raffle will benefit

the Billiard Education Foundation (BEF),

whose mission is to further a standard 

of excellence and leadership with the

billiard community by engaging in activi-

ties relative to the educational and cultu-

ral advancement of tomorrow’s leaders.

“We are extremely appreciative of all of

the Expo attendees that purchased raffle

tickets,” said Rob Johnson, BCA chief

executive officer. “While we were only

able to raffle one fantastic motorcycle,

we are all winners for our outstanding

support of the BEF.”

Connie Mueller,
of BCA member
company Mueller
Recreational
Products, is all
smiles after
being named the
Harley-Davidson
motorcycle
grand-prize
winner. Photo
Credit: Inside
POOL Magazine

“We enjoyed what I believe was our most
successful show in years,” said Paul
Darafeev, chief financial officer, of Chino,
California-based Mikhail Darafeev, Inc.
“In fact, I’m not sure that I remember one
as good since our very first BCA show. We
certainly had lots of folks expressing their
appreciation to see us back, especially from
fellow exhibitors.”

“We are pleased with the overall success of
the Expo,” said Lee. “The attendance and
exhibitor participation levels were where
we projected and the feedback we’ve
received so far is very positive for the
event. We will review the research we
conducted during the show and begin
working on next year’s event in Charlotte.”

Expo attendees visit with representatives from Cuetec.

The show floor comprised over 100,000 sq. ft. of exhibit space.

BCA CEO Rob Johnson (left) presents Clyde Fessler with his
very own pool cue courtesy of BCA member company CueStix
International.

Expo attendees gather to watch Semih Sayginer (foreground)
and Mike Massey (background) perform a few trick shots.

BCA Hall of Fame member Ewa Laurance was on hand in the
Brunswick Billiards booth to sign autographs and play a game.

John Hoffman, Kathy Vegh and Sean Cummings share their
views during the State of the Industry CEO Roundtable.

All Expo Photos Credit: Inside POOL Magazine

2007 BCA Expo a Success (continued from page 1)

stage at The Beach at Mandalay Bay. Scorching

Vegas temperatures didn’t deter concert-goers,

who danced and socialized well into the evening.

Keynote Speaker Clyde Fessler – Clyde Fessler,

former vice president of business development

with Harley-Davidson, shared his insights with

Expo attendees on how to better develop

business and marketing skills while striving to

reinvigorate one’s brand during anxious times.

State of the Industry CEO Roundtable – The

industry’s leading CEOs were on hand to discuss

how today’s issues, trends and opportunities are

affecting the billiards industry. Roundtable

participants included: Nick Alexander, Clicks

Billiards; Sean Cummings, Brunswick Billiards;

John Hoffman, American Heritage; Ivan Lee, Iwan

Simonis; Greg Peterson, Peters Billiards; and

Kathy Vegh, Danny Vegh’s Billiards & Home.

BCA Expo Highlights
(continued from page 1)

Save the Date!
2008 BCA International 

Home & Recreation Expo
June 12-14, 2008

Charlotte Convention Center
Charlotte, North Carolina



The Billiard Education Foundation’s (BEF) annual
fundraiser, Challenge the Stars, was held on May 15,

2007, at the Riviera Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada, following the Billiard
Congress of America (BCA) Hall of Fame ceremony. An overwhelming special
appearance of over 50 pros and BCA Hall of Fame members attended to support the
BEF by accepting challenges from highly skilled amateurs and admiring fans.

Over $3,500 was raised from the challenge matches
alone, where almost 200 games were played in the
fun-filled, 2.5-hour event. Spectators also participated
in the silent auction and extensive raffle, which was
made possible by the generous donations from over
40 billiard industry supporters, contributing to the
$14,000 raised during the course of the week.

Among the participating pros were EnjoyPool.com
champions Karen Corr, Allison Fisher, Jasmin
Ouschan, Thorsten Hohmann, Ralf Souquet and
Tony Robles, as well as Jeanette Lee, Johnny Archer,
Santos Sambajon, Mika Immonen, Charlie Williams,
Monica Webb, Kim Davenport, Helena Thornfelt
and Tom “Dr. Cue” Rossman. Also present were BCA Hall of Fame members Ewa
Laurance, Loree Jon Jones, Nick Varner, Robert Byrne, Lou Butera and Ed Kelly. The pros
donated their time while in town for the BCA-hosted EnjoyPool.com 9-Ball
Championships. The spectators and challengers were drawn from among the 7,000 amateur
players competing in the BCA Pool League (BCAPL) National 8-Ball Championships.

Funds were raised by the donations and efforts from corporate and individual contributors.
Included on the extensive list are the BCAPL, Diamond Billiard Products, PL Promotions,
BCA, Olhausen Billiard Mfg., Imperial/JS Sales, RT9 Designs, Viking Cue Mfg., Cuestix
International, PoolDawg.com, Dayton Cues, Frank’s Center, Ozone Billiards, Omega
Billiards, Competition Sports, Dawn and Allen Hopkins, Robin’s Pro Shop and OB Cues.

The charity fundraiser was also made possible through a long list of committed volunteers,
including BEF President Tom Riccobene, Randy Goettlicher, Claude Gragg, Florida’s John

and Shanna Lewis, and over two dozen BCAPL
referees and dedicated volunteers.

All proceeds benefit the BEF scholarship fund and
junior programs throughout the year. The BEF is a
501 (c) (3) non-profit charitable organization
committed to furthering the standard of excellence
and leadership within the billiard community by
engaging in activities related to the education and
cultural advancement of tomorrow’s leaders.

For more information about the BEF, visit
billiardeducation.org or contact Laura Smith,
executive director, at 303.926.1039 or via e-mail 
at LauraSmith@BilliardEducation.org.

Shooting Stars Shine at
Billiard Education Fundraiser 

Pros help raise scholarship funds

2007 Scholarship
Recipients Named   

Funds raised by the BEF at the

Challenge the Stars Benefit are used

to underwrite the annual academic

scholarship program. Over 110 high

school seniors applied for this year’s

grants, and eight scholarships were

awarded to:

BEF Excellence in 
Education Winner:
Andrea Gadon (Las Vegas, Nev.)    

BCA Scholarship Winners:
Danielle Bonner (Marietta, Ga.)

Galen Danskin (Quaker Hill, Conn.)

Allison Kelliher (Waukesha, Wis.)

Karli MacDonald (Lighthouse Pt., Fla.)

Colin Marsh (Flint, Tex.)

Tanner Pruess (Pierre, S.Dak.)

Martin Vladimirov (Sofia, Bulgaria)       

The single Excellence in Education

recipient earns a $5,000 award 

(over a two-year term), and seven

individuals receive $1,000 toward

their freshman year expenses.

Special Thanks 
to our Sponsors  

The BCA held the first annual BCA

Expo Golf Classic on June 20, 2007,

at Stallion Mountain Country Club in

Las Vegas. Close to 40 enthusiastic

golfers hit the links for a morning of

networking and recreation before the

start of the Expo.The BCA would like

to take this opportunity to thank the

sponsors of the event:

Pro Jasmine Ouschan poses with a challenger during
the BEF Challenge the Stars event. Photo: Inside POOL
Magazine

Pro Francisco Bustamante donated his time to
help raise funds for the BEF. Photo: Inside POOL
Magazine
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Our Vision: Achieve a united,
growing, prosperous and highly regarded 
billiard industry through BCA leadership.

Our Mission: Enhance the
success of our members and promote 

the game of billiards.
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BCA Announces New Board
Ivan Lee named BCA president

Following its general membership meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada, on
June 20, 2007, the BCA announced the results of the 2007-2008
Board of Directors elections.

In follow-up elections, Ivan Lee (Iwan Simonis) accepted a one-year term as BCA
Board president, as did each of the remaining seated officers: First Vice President Mike
Baggett (Cue & Case Sales); Second Vice President Renee Poehlman (American
Poolplayers Association); Secretary Sean Cummings (Brunswick Billiards); and
Treasurer Eric Weber (CueStix International).

The remaining directors include: Nick Alexander (Clicks Billiards); George Darafeev
(Mikhail Darafeev, Inc.); Kathy Etheridge (Showcase Billiards); Mark Griffin (BCA
Pool League); Barry Hart (Viking Cue Mfg., Inc.); Jim McDermott (Magoo’s
Billiards); John Petti (Atlas Billiard Supplies); Bob Radford (Antique Billiard Supply);
Brian Rosselli (Olhausen Billiard Manufacturing, Inc.); Anthony L. Stick (The Billiard
Factory); and Kathy Vegh (Danny Vegh’s Billiards & Home).

“The BCA is poised to make some exciting changes in the next year, including enhanc-
ing its current member benefits while introducing a new consumer marketing program,”
notes Lee. “I look forward to working with the Board to continue to support the BCA
mission of enhancing the success of our members and promoting the game of billiards.”

BCA Member-Only Benefit
Partnership with Association Health Programs

In an effort to help its members reduce the rising costs of health insurance, the BCA is
pleased to introduce a new partnership with Association Health Programs (AHP). This
nationwide program includes health insurance,
life insurance, long-term care insurance, cancer
coverage, accident insurance, disability income,
critical illness, dental insurance, vision and more! 

These benefits allow BCA members to take advantage of better insurance coverage at
the lowest possible rates with its new comprehensive health insurance program for
individuals, families, groups and businesses. Long-term care and life insurance are being
offered with savings up to 40 percent below market rates for members and associates.

AHP, of Overland Park, Kansas, has been retained to administer the program. Stuart
Pase, president and certified senior advisor, welcomes all BCA members to take
advantage of these special benefits, protection, underwriting and pricing. BCA
members will join the clients of AHP, which include over 130 associations with up to
two million members. AHP has been serving these associations for over 17 years.

If your company is a current BCA member and is interested in learning more about this
beneficial new member benefit, contact AHP for a free evaluation of your current
benefits at 913.341.2860 or 888.450.3040. Be sure to also visit the AHP Web site at
www.associationpros.com. Also be sure to keep an eye on the BCA Web site for
additional information, as well as upcoming issues of BCA Member Update!


